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The neckline is the feature most brides focus on after choosing the 

silhouette of their gown.  Your neckline will have a strong impact on your 

appearance. It is the part of the dress most people spend time looking 

at and the one that draws attention to the face, collarbones, and décolletage.  

Since it is such a prominent feature of the gown, many brides rely on the neckline 

to add character to a gown or to highlight a unique feature of their figure.  Here 

are the most common necklines and things to consider and avoid with each.

Neckline Style Picture Good For Not So Good For

Halter
Sleeveless style that fastens at the back 
of the neck and leaves the shoulders 

(and sometimes back) bare

Great shoulders Broad or narrow 
shoulders

Off-the-Shoulder
A slightly curving neckline that extends 

from shoulder to shoulder and 
features a small sleeve or fabric that 
lightly drapes over the shoulders.

Medium to full sized bust 
and pear-shaped figure 
(smaller on top, heavier 

on the bottom)

Broad shoulders  
and thin hips

Scoop
Features a softly curved line that gently 

slopes downward across the bodice
Everyone

Spaghetti Strap
Has very thin straps that go over the 

shoulders
Small to medium bust Large bust or broad 

shoulders
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Strapless
The shoulders are completely bare.  

The bodice is usually cut straight across 
but can have varying necklines as well.

Broad shoulders Smaller bust (unless 
wearing push-up bra)

Square
Features a square or rectangular 

shaped neckline

Well-endowed (cuts low 
but is not revealing) 

or 
LDS temple-ready brides

Hardly anyone

Sweetheart
Features a graceful, open neckline that 

is shaped like the top half of a heart

Medium to large bust 
The neckline curves 

down across the bust and 
comes to a point at the 

décolletage.  This causes 
a well-endowed bride to 
look better proportioned 

and is a tasteful way to 
display décolletage. 

Small bust

Tank
Similar to a scoop neckline, only 

without sleeves.
Brides with muscular arms Those with arm issues

V-Neck
This neckline dips down in a flattering 

V.  This elongates the neckline and  
de-emphasizes the bustline

B or C cups
Anything smaller or larger 
(the bodice will seem too 

empty or too full)

The neckline you choose should also flatter your face 
shape.  You will still want to try on several necklines 
to find out what flatters your figure most and what 
you feel prettiest in. Talk with your bridal consultant 
about the neckline that may work best for you.
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141 S. Carlton St.
Harrisonburg, VA  22801

540-432-8700
www.reflectionsva.com

Monday-Friday 11 AM to 7 PM 
Saturday 10 AM to 5 PM 

Open on Sunday 1pm-5pm from  
Labor Day to Memorial Day


